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New Research Identifying Pseudobulbar Affect in Alzheimer’s Disease and
Dementia

The peer-reviewed journal, US Neurology publish cutting-edge article authored by David W
Crumpacker & William A Engelman looking at Identifying Pseudobulbar Affect in Alzheimer’s
Disease and Dementia.

(PRWEB UK) 29 May 2014 -- The peer-reviewed journal, US Neurology publish cutting-edge article authored
by David W Crumpacker & William A Engelman looking at Identifying Pseudobulbar Affect in Alzheimer’s
Disease and Dementia.

Pseudobulbar affect (PBA) can be challenging to differentiate from the symptoms of various neurological
diseases with which it is associated. In patients with Alzheimer’s disease (AD) and dementia such a diagnosis
can be particularly difficult as illustrated by a case of an elderly male with sudden tearful outbursts, which is
reported and discussed here. PBA attacks are often incorrectly attributed to emotion or distress in response to
memory loss or a result of depression or dementia. PBA is common, affecting between 10–40 % of people with
AD but is frequently not detected or is misdiagnosed. Multiple authors have published clinical criteria for
identifying PBA; in sum, it is described as a condition affecting the brain with episodes of laughing or crying
that are sudden and unpredictable, occur without warning and are excessive, exaggerated, or not appropriate to
the stimuli and are involuntary and difficult to control. Differentiating PBA from depression and other
behavioral disturbances in AD and dementia is helpful to patients by identifying a specific cause of their
symptoms and enabling appropriate management. Various different approaches have been taken in the
treatment of PBA. A combination of dextromethorphan and quinidine has been shown in well-controlled trials
and in clinical use to control the symptoms of PBA associated with several neurological diseases including AD
and to reduce the burden on patients and their caregivers.

To continue reading this peer-reviewed article in full for free, please go to:
http://www.touchneurology.com/articles/identifying-pseudobulbar-affect-alzheimer-s-disease-and-dementia

NOTE TO EDITORS:
touchNEUROLOGY (a division of Touch Medical Media) provides independent, cutting-edge, peer-reviewed
content from world renowned physicians, designed to lead the debate on health and to engage, inform, and
support physicians in improving patient outcomes globally.

touchNEUROLOGY.com provides an international platform for peer-reviewed content from industry-leading
journals alongside other carefully selected sources and aims to support physicians, clinicians and leading
industry professionals in continuously developing their knowledge, effectiveness and productivity within the
field of neurology.

Our portfolio of peer-reviewed journals, European Neurological Review and US Neurology comprise of
concise review articles which are designed to keep busy physicians up-to-date with the latest developments in
their field and serve as a key reference resource for the international neurology community.
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Contact Information
Barney Kent
Touch Medical Media
http://www.touchoncology.com
+44 2071933009

Online Web 2.0 Version
You can read the online version of this press release here.
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