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SBRR fraud costing English Local Authorities millions

Some new information has been uncovered by Destin Solutions on the extent of Small Business
Rates Relief (SBRR) Fraud across English Local Authorities. False claims could account for
over £25 million spread across the 319 English Local Authorities whose business rates data
has been analysed.

PRESTON, UK (PRWEB UK) 9 February 2018 -- It is estimated that there could be over £25 million worth of
SBRR fraud being perpetuated by businesses falsely claiming Small Business Rates Relief (SBRR) across
England, according to data analytics experts Destin Solutions.

Small Business Rates Relief is provided to a number of businesses across England on the basis that they either
only use one property or have a rateable value of less than £15,000. Historically information provided by small
businesses claiming relief has been extremely difficult for local authorities to verify due to lack of resources
and an inability to access a country-wide view of businesses and the properties they occupy. This is no longer
the case, Destin Solutions have developed and launched a ratepayer data pooling portal called HUB to tackle
this issue.

HUB was the brainchild of one of the founding Directors of Destin Solutions, Duncan Baxter, who goes on to
explain “it’s quite simple really we have consolidated all business rates information published by 98.5% of
English Local Authorities who make this information publicly available. This data incorporates rateable value
of properties, relief currently assigned to properties, as well as addresses and names of companies. We’ve then
put this data into a business intelligence portal that Authorities can access, query and view.”

What was subsequently uncovered following the merging, consolidation and processing of over 1.3 million
hereditaments with a combined rateable value of £23 billion, was that a number of businesses claiming relief
have been doing this erroneously or falsely. A significant number of businesses had other branches set up in
neighbouring and other Authorities and are therefore not entitled to the relief they are claiming.

Reinforcing this point, Destin Solutions recently hosted a technology open day and decided to review and query
the data held in HUB for the 24 Authorities who were attending on the day to identify any instances of potential
fraud. The results pinpointed that across those 24 Authorities, there was a staggering £2.68m worth of
suspicious claims requiring further investigation.

These 24 authorities represent just over 7% of English Authorities meaning that the actual figure for fraud will
be significantly higher and for cash-strapped Authorities, recovery of funds and cutting down on fraudulent
claims will provide a much-needed boost to finances.

Duncan Baxter goes on to comment “our inability in the past to gain a single country-wide view of all
‘ratepayers’, has led to a situation where I think businesses think they can get away with not declaring the full
extent of their operation. We now have a very strong deterrent and the fact that HUB requires no input or
additional effort from Local Authorities and is available now, means we can start tackling the problem head-
on.”

It’s believed that HUB is one of the first data solutions to truly support inter-authority information share on a
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country-wide scale. With all the hard work being done by the technology, Local Authority resources are left
free to focus on investigations and recovering falsely claimed relief.
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Contact Information
Tracy McAvoy
Destin Solutions
http://www.destin.co.uk
+44 7769153978

Online Web 2.0 Version
You can read the online version of this press release here.
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